
FAQ 
These were the most common questions identified through the July 11 through August 3, 2022 Thought 
Exchange asking the community, “What thoughts do you have to share with the District’s Long-Range 
Planning Committee regarding a possible Field House? What are some benefits of a space like this? 
What are the potential challenges you see?” 

 

Where would the field house be located? 

The proposed field house would be located on the North side of the High School connected by a hallway 
so that students would not have to go outside to get to the field house.  The athletic sub-committee 
discussed a field house during the last two Long Range Planning Committee cycles that began more than 
10-years ago; this is why we moved the tennis courts to their current location. 

 

What types of spaces will be included in the field house? 

The proposed field house would have up to five (5) full basketball courts with retractable bleachers on 
all four (4) sides of the main court.  This space will also support volleyball (retractable net from the 
ceiling), baseball and softball (batting cages), and offseason training for all sports and activities.  This 
space can support: 

• In-season practices- the ability to have multiple teams’ practice at once, so they end earlier than 
9/9:30. You may have boys/girls basketball, cheerleading, wrestling and indoor track practicing 
at the same time. 

• Out of season training- the ability for our out of season teams to have beneficial practices off 
season; for example soccer teams could train November through March. 

• Physical Education instructional space- enough space to meet the needs for the 4 PE classes that 
are typically on at once. 

There will be a large wresting room.  Our current wrestling room is one of the smallest in Section V and 
we need to be creative to have beneficial practices for our varsity and JV teams.  This space can support: 

• A large enough facility to meet the needs of our varsity and JV teams.  
• Physical Education space for lifetime activities. 
• Use by our youth groups and specifically our youth wrestling organization which currently 

utilizes the multipurpose room at Merton Williams.  

 

There will be a fitness and weight training room that will be used by all students and student athletes.  
Also included will be an indoor walking track.  This will be used by students and will be open to the 
community during active building hours when not in use by the District.   



• The weight room and walking track would benefit all current students along with our 
community at large.  

• These facilities will be utilized by our community groups, so our District can offer walking on the 
track for residents of our community.  

• Currently our youth groups must travel to other school communities to access facilities that 
meet their needs. This would be in our backyard and would save families travel and cost in the 
long run.  

 

Other areas include offices, trainer’s room, lobby area, concessions, restrooms, and mechanical rooms. 

 

What will happen to the existing gymnasiums, fitness center, weight room, etc.? 

The large gym will be renovated to support upgrades to the music and theater department as part of the 
overall renovation of the auditorium.  The small gym will be converted to much needed storage space.  
The fitness center will be converted to the new main office and attendance offices.  The reason for this 
move could improve building security and the safety of our students and staff.  The old main office and 
attendance area will be turned into meeting rooms and security offices.  Other areas will be turned into 
additional instructional spaces. 

 

What are some of the upgrades that will take place to support the music and theater department? 

If approved, possible renovations include new lighting, new sound system, a green room, a set building 
room, new seating, and a new stage.  Music offices and music instructional spaces would also be 
included.  We are also looking at the possibility of a lobby and concession area. 

 

How will this impact practices for Hilton’s athletic teams? 

Currently, gymnasium space is limited and practices for our athletic teams go through 9pm every night.  
The intent will be to have enough space to have all practices done by 7pm and allow student athletes to 
be home with their families for dinner and have more time to complete assignments. 

• In-season practices- the ability to have multiple teams practice at once, so they end earlier than 
9/9:30.  We could have boys/girls basketball, cheerleading, wrestling and indoor track practicing 
at the same time. 

• Out of season training- the ability for our out of season teams to have beneficial practices off 
season; for example soccer teams could train November through March.  

 

What other groups would be able to use the field house? 

The plan is to open the field house for community use weekdays during non-school hours with some 
weekend usage.  We envision a partnership with the Town of Parma recreation department as well as 



youth sports organizations.  There are few locations in Hilton for youth sport teams to utilize and they 
often travel outside of Hilton for practice space.  The indoor walking track will also be open to the 
community when not in use by the District.  Marching Band and Drumline will also be able to utilize the 
field house. 

• These facilities will be utilized by our community groups, so our District can offer activities for 
residents of our community.  

• Currently our youth groups must travel to other school communities to get facilities that meet 
their needs. This would be in our backyard and would save families travel and cost in the long 
run.  

• This will be a true partnership and we will offer this facility as a community resource for use.  

 

Could we host sectional games or other events in the field house? 

Yes.  We would be able to host sectional basketball games and tournaments as well as marching 
band/drumline competitions in the field house. 

• We would be able to showcase our school community to the greater region. We currently have 
the opportunity to do this on LeBeau Field. There could also be revenue for our booster groups 
as they offer concessions at these large scale outside events.  

 

Were there any spaces that were discussed but will not be included? 

Yes.  We initially looked at having the field house combined with a performing arts center.  This plan did 
not move forward as we would not receive state aid on the entire facility.  We would receive aid if we 
renovated the existing auditorium and spaces within the existing footprint of the building. 

 

What other area districts have or are considering a field house? 

Webster, Gates-Chili, West Irondequoit, and Rush Henrietta all have field houses.  Several other districts 
are discussing the need for a field house as part of their next capital project. 

 

When would the community vote on this project? 

The earliest the vote would occur is December 2022 but no later than December 2023. 

 

If supported by the community, when would construction occur? 

If the vote took place in December 2022 and was supported by the community our Architects would 
take all of 2023 to design, submit, and get approval from the New York State Education Department.  
Bidding would take place in January or February 2024 with construction beginning in the Spring/Summer 
of 2024.  If the vote took place in December 2023 and was supported by the community our Architects 



would take all of 2024 to design, submit, and get approval from the New York State Education 
Department.  Bidding would take place in January or February 2025 with construction beginning in the 
Spring/Summer of 2025. 

 

How much will this cost? 

The field house construction will cost approximately $50M.  The renovations to the existing areas, 
including renovations to the auditorium and music/theater spaces, will cost approximately $50M. 

 

Will the district receive any state aid to offset these costs? 

The field house will not generate any aid from NY State.  We requested a meeting with New York State 
Facilities Planning to determine if we can receive partial aid.  The meeting date/time has not been 
finalized as of the release of this FAQ.  We will receive building aid of approximately 90% of the cost of 
the renovations to the existing spaces. 

 

How much will my taxes increase? 

The chart below shows the average estimated tax impact based on the assessed value of a home 
including STAR exemption.  This includes an estimated local share of $62,360,000 with NY State aid 
accounting for the balance. 

Assessed 
Value 

Senior STAR 
$70,700 Equalized Value 

Exemption 
Income Restrictions 

Basic STAR 
$30,000 Equalized Value 

Exemption 
Primary Residence 

No STAR 
 
 

Non-Primary Residence 
 Annual Cost Monthly Cost Annual Cost Monthly Cost Annual Cost Monthly Cost 
$100,000 $19 $1.58 $45 $3.75 $64 $5.33 
$150,000 $51 $4.25 $77 $6.42 $96 $8.00 
$200,000 $83 $6.92 $109 $9.08 $128 $10.67 
$250,000 $115 $9.58 $141 $11.75 $160 $13.33 
$300,000 $147 $12.25 $173 $14.42 $192 $16.00 

 

There would be an average marginal increase for years 2026-2055. 

 

If the District receives additional aid from NY State can that be used to offset the local share? 

Yes.  The District may take a portion of the increase in state aid and use it to offset principal and interest 
payments associated with this project. 

 

 



Where can I go to get additional information related to this and future capital projects? 

You can visit our website at Hilton.k12.ny.us/capital projects.  There will be presentations to the Board 
of Education and to the community.  You can email the Assistant Superintendent for Business, Adam 
Geist, at ageist@hilton.k12.ny.us. 

  

mailto:ageist@hilton.k12.ny.us


Added September 12, 2022 

What athletic teams, music programs, and community groups will be able to use the field house and 
what spaces? 

Sport  
Large 
Surface 
Area  

Indoor 
Track 
(1) 

LGI- 
Large 
Group 
Intruction  

Weight 
Room/ 
Fitness 
Facility  

Female 
Team/Male 
Team Room  

Wrestling 
Room/ 
Small 
Gym   

Storage  

Baseball  Yes   Yes Yes     Yes 

Basketball - Boys/Girls Yes    Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Bowling - Boys/Girls     Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Cheerleading  Yes   Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Cross Country - Boys/Girls   Yes Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Field Hockey  Yes   Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Football  Yes    Yes Yes     Yes 

Golf  Yes   Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Ice Hockey  Yes   Yes Yes     Yes 

Lacrosse - Boys/Girls Yes   Yes Yes      Yes 

Soccer - Boys/Girls Yes    Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Softball  Yes   Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Swim and Dive - Boys/Girls     Yes Yes     Yes 

Tennis - Boys/Girls Yes   Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Track and Field (indoor/outdoor) - Boys/Girls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  

Volleyball - Girls Yes   Yes Yes Yes   Yes 

Wrestling  Yes   Yes Yes   Yes Yes 

                

Drumline  Yes   Yes Yes   Yes Yes 

Marching Band  Yes   Yes Yes   Yes Yes  

                

Physical Education Classes Yes Yes Yes Yes   Yes Yes 

                

Community Groups- HPR, Community Education, 
HAYLO, Hilton Heat, Hilton Select, HAST etc. (2) Yes  Yes  Yes Yes    Yes Yes 

        
(1) All groups can train on the track, the ones listed would be primary users    
(2) This list is not all inclusive and other groups may have similar access     



What is the district’s plan regarding air conditioning for each of the five (5) buildings? 

A portion of the federal stimulus funds is expected to allow the following mechanical equipment 
upgrades throughout the district. 

• Quest Elementary –  
o Replace the school gymnasium mechanical equipment systems and include air-

conditioning.  
• Village Elementary –  

o Replace the Multi-Purpose Room mechanical equipment system and include air 
conditioning. 

o Add air-conditioning to the JU gymnasium. 
o Add air-conditioning to the JU cafeteria. 
o Add air conditioning to classroom P-11 through P-28 

• Northwood Elementary –  
o Replace the large and small gymnasium mechanical equipment systems and include air-

conditioning.  
• High School –  

o Replace the small gymnasium mechanical equipment system and include air 
conditioning. (note: this improvement will also add air conditioning to the boy’s and 
girl’s PE locker rooms and team room. 

• Merton Williams 
o No work is planned at this site as part of ESSER funding. 

• District Office –  
o Replace the Learning Through Technology suite mechanical equipment system 
o Add fire suppression in the main server room. 

 
The scope of the next proposed capital project is expected to include the following (please note that the 
final scope has not been determined at this time and could change): 
 

• Quest Elementary –  
o Classroom renovations – North Pole Classrooms 

• Village Elementary –  
o Classroom renovations – Northeast Classrooms (rooms P-39 to P-49) 

• Northwood Elementary –  
o Replace the “D” core (Library, Theater, and Center Area) mechanical equipment systems 

and include air conditioning. 
• High School – 

o No work planned as part of this project 
• Merton Williams –  

o Replace the cafeteria mechanical equipment systems and include air-conditioning.   
o Install mechanical equipment needed to provide air conditioning to the two-story 

portion of the building and gymnasium.  This infrastructure will be designed and sized to 
add additional portions of the building in future capital projects. 

• District Wide –  
o Improve or replace air-conditioning provided in all technology network infrastructure 

spaces districtwide to maintain appropriate temperature ranges. 


