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      June 29, 2022 

Honorable Jose Peo 

Rochester City Council – Northwest District 

30 Church Street – Room 303A-3 

Rochester, New York 14614 

 

Dear Councilmember Peo: 

I, like many others, have followed the issues related to your recent podcast episode and the derogatory comments 

made on that broadcast about one of our colleagues.  This is not news to you, as we have engaged in conversation 

on this matter over the past few days.  

The content and the disrespect shown to our colleague was abhorrent and 100% unacceptable.  Women in 

America are under attack and as a son, brother, husband and father I believe we all have a role to play to change 

that.  And as elected members of our city’s government, I believe we have a solemn duty to change that negativity 

by fostering dignity and respect for our colleagues and fellow citizens.   

While I know you personally did not make the offensive comments (as you have repeatedly, publicly stated), you 

also did nothing to stop them.  You did nothing to say that kind of objectification of women was unacceptable.  

Up until today, you have taken no positive steps to mitigate the harm from this podcast – that you are an integral 

part of – you have instead defended it and doubled down under a thinly-veiled “free speech” argument.  

Leadership is about more than what we say, it is also about standing up for what is right when others say or do 

something that is wrong.    

As a member of City Council you should conduct yourself at a higher standard than others and your behavior has 

been less than admirable.   

I believe I would be remiss in my leadership responsibilities if I did not act.  I have the authority as President to 

assign members to our body’s Standing Committees and to appoint Chairs to those same Committees.  In light of 

your actions, or lack thereof, I am removing you as the Chair of the Parks and Public Works Committee effective 

immediately. Whether or not you have an opportunity to serve as a Committee Chair in the future lies directly in 

your own hands and how you conduct yourself going forward. 

It is never too late to do the right thing, so I implore you to continue to make amends with our aggrieved 

colleagues and also to speak up and to speak out in the future in a way that brings unity to our body and 

community by fostering respect and dignity for all.     

Sincerely,  

        

 

 

President Miguel A. Meléndez, Jr.  

Rochester City Council  
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